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The  Forty  Thieves. 

IN  a  town  in  Persia  there  lived  two 
brothers,  called  Cassim  and  Ali  Baba, 
who,  though  left  equally  alike  by  their 
father,  whose  substance  was  but  small, 
were  not  alike  favourites  of  fortune. 

Cassim  married  a  wife  who,  soon  after 
their  marrmge,  inherited  a  large  estate 
and  rich  merchandises,  and  became  an 
extensive  merchant,  and  lived  at  his  ease. 
Ali  Baba,  on  the  other  hand,  who  married 
as  poor  as  himself,  lived  very  meanly,  and 
was  forced  to  maintain  his  family  by  the 
daily  labour  of  cutting  wood  in  a  forest 
hard  by,  and  bringing  it  to  town  for  sale 
upon  three  asses,  his  only  property. 

One  day,  while '  Ali  Baba  was  in  the 
forest,  cutting  wood  to  load  his  asses,  he 
saw  at  a  distance  a  great  cloud  of  dust, 
which  seemed  to  approach  him.  Observ- 
ing it  attentively,  he  distinguished  a  large 
body  of  horse;  and  though  they  did  not 
talk  much  of  thieves  in  that  country,  Aii 
Baba  imagined  they  might  prove  so,  and 
without  thinking  of  his  asses,  resolved  to 
save  himself  by  climbing  up  a  large  and 
close-leaved  tree,  from  whence  he  could 
see  all  that  passed  without  being  seen: 
this  tree  stood  at  the  bottom  of  a  rock, 
so  high,  steep,  and  craggy,  that  nobody 
could  climb  it.  ^ 


The'Jhorsemen,  who  were  well  armed, 

came  to  the  foot  of  this  rock  and  dis* 
mounted.  All  Balxi  c(  tinted  foviy.  and 
by  their  mein  and  equipmentis  doubtcfd 
not  but  they  were  ihieVes  ;  and  he  Vvas 
not  mistaken — they  were  a  troo|)  of  ban- 
ditti, who  robbed  thereabouts  and  made 
that  place  their  rendezvous.  Every  man 
vmbridled  his  horse,  tied  him  to  a  tree* 
and  hung  a  bag  of  corn  which  they  had 
brought  with  them  about  his  neck.  Each 
took  his  portmanteau,  which  seemed  to 
Ali  Baba  heavily  laden  with  gold,  and 
followed  one  who  appeared  to  be  their 
captain,  who,  with  portmanteau  also  in 
hand,  led  them  under  the  tree  where  Ali 
Baba  was  hid  :  traversing  among  som^e 
shrubs,  he  pronounced  aloud,  **>'esame, 
(which  is  a  sort  of  corn,)  open."  As  soon 
as  the  bandit  captain  had  uttered  these 
words,  a  secret  door  in  the  rock  opened ; 
an4  after  all  his  troop  had  disappeared, 
he  followed  himself,  and  the  door  closed 
again.  I  he  thieves  staid  some  time  with- 
in the  r^ck,  and  Ali  Baba,  afraid  of  being 
caught  should  he  attempt  to  leave  his 
hiding*place,  sat  very  patiently  on  the 
tree :  once  or  twice  he  was  tempted  tQ> 
get  down,  mount  on  one  of  their  horses^, 
lead  another,  and  make  all  the  haste  h^i 
could  to  town;  but  the  uncertainty  of 
the  eveivt  made  him  choose  the  safc^fo 
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wv^i  '^At  pid'i])e  io6r  opened,  OBci  the 
forty  thie\^es  came  out  again.  The  cap- 
tain came  out  first,  and  stood  to  see  them 
all  pass  hitri  ;  and  then  AM  Baba  heard 
him  bid  the  door  shut,  by  pronouncing 
the  wdrdis  '^Shut,  Sesanae."  Every  man 
bridled  his  horse,  fastened  his  portmatn- 
teau^  and.  moiinted  again^^^  when  the 
captam  saw  iliem  all  ready,  he  put  him- 
self at  their  head,  and  returned  the  same 
way  as  they  came. 

Ali  Baba  all  this  time  never  stirred  out 
of  the  tree  ;  for,  said  he  to  himself,  they 
may  have  forgot  something  and  come 
back  agaih,  and  then  I  shall  be  taken; 
but  followed  them  with  his  eyes  as  far  as 
he  could  see.  After  some  time  he  came 
down  J  and  remenibering  the  words  by 
which  the  captain  commanded  the  door 
to  bperi  and  shut,  he  had  the  curiosity  to 
try  if  his  pronouncing  it  would  have  the 
same  efFect.  lie  accordingly  went  among 
the  shrubs,  and  perceiving  the  door,  said. 
"  Ope^,  Sesame  ;''  and  the  door  flew  wide 
open.  /\li  I'aba,  who  expected  a  dark, 
disjiTial  plape,  was  very  much  surprised 
to  see  a J^ige  and  s|)acious,  vault,  lighted 
fronbi  ah  ^  o^^^  the  top  of  the  rock. 

He  siw  alf  sorts  pt  provisions,  and  rich 
bales,  of  ^ilks,^  tapes- 
tries, piled  one  upon  another;  and  above 
all,  great  heaps  of  gold  and  silver,  and 


great  bags  laid  one  upon  another.  Thi 
sight  made  him  believe  that  the  cav^,  by 
the  riches  it  contained,  had  been  in  the 
possession  of  robbei  s  not  years  but  ages, 
Avho  succeeded  each  other. 

Ali  Baba  did  not  stand  long  to  consi- 
der, but  at  once  went  in,  when  the  door 
immediately  shut  upon  him,  which  did 
not  disturb  him,  as  he  knew  how  to  open 
it  again.  He  regarded  not  the  silver,  but 
made  the  best  use  of  his  time  in  carrying 
out  as  many  bags  of  gold,  at  several  times, 
as  his  asses  could  carry*  This  done,  he 
gathered  his  asses  together,  loaded  them, 
covering  the  bags  with  green  boughs; 
and  pronouncing  the  Avords  "  Shut,  Se- 
same,'' the  door  closed  after  him,  and  he 
made  the  best  of  his  way  to  the  town. 

When  Ali  Baba  got  home,  he  drove  his 
asses  into  a  little  yard,  shut  the  gate  care- 
fully, and  unloaded,  carrying  the  bags 
into  his  house,  and  ranging  them  before 
his  wife,  who  sat  on  a  sofa.  She  handled 
the  bags,  and  finding  them  full  of  money, 
suspected  that  her  husband  had  been 
robbing,  insomuch  that,  when  he  brought 
them  all  in,  she  could  not  help  saying, 
Ali  Baba,  have  you  been  so  unhappy  as 

to   Bte  quiet,  wife,  interrupted  he  ; 

do  not  frighten  yourself,  I  am  no  robber, 
unless  he  can  be  one  who  steals  from 
thieve^  you  will  no  longer  entertain  an 


ill  opinion  of  me,  when  I  tell  you  my 
good  fortune.  Then  he  emptied  the  bags^ 
which  raised  such  a  pile  of  gold  as  dazzled 
his  wife's  eyes;  and  when  he  had  done^ 
told  her  his  whole  adventure  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  and  recommended  her  above 
pll  to  keep  it  a  secret; 

The  wife  recovering  from  her  fears,  re« 
j  uiced  with  her  hufbaod  for  their  good 
luck,  and  would  qount  all  the  gold,  piece 
jy  piece.  Wife,  replied  Ali  Baba,  yoti 
do  not  know  what  you  undertake^  when 
you  pretend  to  count  the  money  j  you  will 
never  have  done  :  I  will  go  and  dig  a  hole 
and  bury  itj  there  is  nO  time  to  be  loft. 
You  are  in  the  right  of  it,  hufband,  replied 
the  wife,  but  let  us  know,  as  nigh  as  pof- 
fible  how  much  we  have:  I  will  go  and 
borrow  a  fmall  meafure  in  the  neighbour^ 
hood,  and  meafure  it  while  you  dig  the 
hole.  What  fignifies  it,  wife,  faid  Ali 
Baba  j  if  you  will  take  my  advice,  you  had 
better  let  it  alone ;  but  be  fure  to  keep  the 
fecret,  and  do  what  you  pleafe. 

Away  the  wife  ran  to  her  brother-in-lav/, 
Cafsim,  who  lived  juft  by,  but  was  not 
then  at  home  ;  and  addrefsing  herfelf  to  his 
wife,  defired  her  to  lend  her  a  meafure  for 
a  little  while.  Her  fifter-in  law  asked  her 
whether  fhe  would  have  a  great  one  or  a 
fmall  one  ?  and  being  told  a  fmall  one,  bid 
her  ftay  a  little,  and  fixe  would  fetch  one» 
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Baba^s  property,  fhe  j^^as  .cvriiQii^  to^ 
jVf  hat  {oxt  of  grain  his  wife  wanted  to  me^* 
lijre,  an(i  bethought  herfelf  iiiimediately  of 
putiiiig  (bnie^^i^^^  the  bottQm  ,pf  xhp 
ixiea/ure,  and  brougllt  it  to  hi^r^  with  ^ 
fexc^fe  for  ft        fo  long.  :  > 

Ali  Bj^ba*s  wife  wept  ho^nie^  fe t  th^ 
fure  upon  the  heap  of  gold,,and  filled  and 
i^niptied  it  often,  at  a  fmall  diftance  iippn 
the  floor :  and  (he  was  very  well  fatisfied 
to  find  the  number  of  meafures  run  fp  high 
as  th^y  did,  and  went  to  tell  her  hufband^ 
who  had  almoft  ftnifhed  t)>^  hole  he  was 
(figging ;  and j^hile  Ah  B^ba  was  bwying 
the  gold,  his  wife,  to  (hew  exactness  and 
rj^fped  to  her  fiflei-?in-law,  carried  ih^  i^ 
lure  back  again,  but  witjiout  ta^^iiig^iiqtic^ 
of  a  piece  of  gold  that  ftuck  at  the  bottom* 
£  As  foon  as  Ali  Baba's  wife  , was  f^^ne^ 
CIafsim*s  wife  looked  at  th^  hottofa  «)f  tl^, 
m^ali^re,  ;a^nd  wa^  niuch  furprifed  |a  fi^ 
a  piece  of  gold  tluckto  it,  En^y  ijmniedir, 
ately  po|[efled  her  breal^.  What,  (aid  fhei^ 
has  Ali  Baba  gold  fo  ,  plentiful  as  to  ngj^a^- 
fure  it  ?  Where  has  this  poor  wr^tc^^  gOll 
all  this  gold  ?  Ciiffciui^  her  h^ifbajnd, 
not  at  home,  but  at  his  fliop,  which  Ip^^k 
way^  left  in  the  evenings  whi€|\^  tiH^j|ti% 
thought v;an  age,  fo  great  was  herimpaU^otfl^f 
to  tell  hia^die  news. 

Wtien  Cat  kim  came  home^  hid  wife  faid 
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to  tii%  Cjifsimv  I  warrant  yo\i,  you  fhink 
yourfeff  rich,  but  you  are  miftaken !  All 
ISibi  is  infiiiitely  richer  than  you ;  he  docs 
not  count  his  money,  but  meafures  it* 
Cafeim  bid  her  explain  the  riddle ;  which 
flie  didy  by  teUing  him  the  ftratagem  £he 
had  Wide  ufe  of  to  make  the  difcove^yi 
and  (hewed  him  the  piece  of  moneys 
which  waf  fo  old,  that  they  could  not  tell 
in  what  kinjj^s  reign  it  was  coined. 

Cafsim,  infteafd  of  being  pleafed  at  his 
^r'other's  profperity,  conceived  a  mortal 
jtMm{j.  and  could  not  fleep  all  that  night 
for  it,  and  went  to  him  in  the  morning  hem 
^te  ftin-rife;  Now  Gtfsim,  ifter  he  mar* 
O^d  th6  tich  widow,  nfeVer  treated  A}i 
$iba  a  brother,  but  forgot  that  naine* 
iiiifli  Baba^feid  he,  accofting^  him,  you  are 
very  referved  i<i  jr<itir  afeirs ;  your  pre ten<l 
lo4c  miferably  poor,  a^  you  meatiifii 
g^^:^  4i6fw;  bfbth^e^,  replied  Ali  Baba, 
W  rt^  *  #^hat  ydu  mean  :  ef:s:plaiil 
jp^tf^.  te^  %6t  ptfetend  ignol^ance,  riS 
plied  Gyiislm^^  of  gold 

bh  wife  had  given  hirn—Hotv  many 
thdfe  pieces,  added  he,  have  you  ?  my  wife 
fd*tiid  thid  "at  th^^^  bottoiri  of  the  mealure 
y<ki  borrowed  y<*fter  thU  difrourfe 

Ait  liaba  ^rceiV^^  hi^ 
wife,  through  hi?  o!<vfi[  wife^g  follj^,  kniw 
^h^e  thtty  had  fo  intprch  reafon  to  keep  fe- 
cripti  but  vf  hat  was  d^e  could  not  be  re* 
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called;  therefore,  without  fhewing  the 
leaft  fur prife  or  trouble,  he  confeffed  all, 
and,  told  him  by  what  chance  he  had  dif- 
covered  this  retreat  of  the  thieves^  and  in 
^bat  place  it  was,  and  offered  him  part  of 
bis  treafure  to  keep  the  fecret.  This  is  not 
fufficien^  replied  Cafsim  haughtily,  I  will 
know  exactly  where  this  treafure  is,  and 
the  figns  and  tokens^  that  I  may  go  to  it 
myfelf  when  I  may  have  a  mind;  others 
wife  i  will  inform  againft  you,  and  then 
you  will  lole  all  that  you  have  got,  and  I 
fhall  have  half  of  what  you  have  for  my 
information,  '  Ali  Baba,  more  out  of  his 
natural  good  temper  than  frightened  by 
i^he  irifuking  inettaces  of  a  barbarous  bro- 
ther, told  all  he  defired,  and  even  the  very 
tvords  he  was  to  make  ufe  of  to  go  into 
the  cave  and  out  again. 

Cafeirp,  who  wanted  no  more  of  Ali 
feaba,  left  him  foon  after,  refolving  to  be 
beforehand  with  hiiii,  and  to  get  all  the 
treafure  to  himfelf.  He  rofe  early  next 
morning,  and  fet  out  with  ten  mules  loaded 
with  great  thefts,  which  he  defigned  to  fill  jf 
purpofing  to  carry  more  the  next  time,  ac- 
cording to  the  riches  he  found;  and  fol- 
lowed the  road  which  Ali  Bal?a  had  told 
him.  He  was  not  long  before  he  came  to 
the  rock,  and  found  out  the  place  by  thcf 
tree,  and  other  marks  his  brother  had 
given  mpii   When  he  came  to  the  door/ 
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he  pronounced  thefe  words,  Open  Sefame, 
and  it  opened ;  and  when  he  was  in  it  fhut 
again.  In  examining  the  cave,  he  was  in 
a  great  admiration  to  find  much  more 
riches  than  he  comprehendGd  by  Ali  Baba's 
relation.  He  was  fo  covetous  and  defirous 
of  riches,  that  he  could  have  fpent  the 
whole  day  feafting  his  eyes  with  fo  much 
treafure,  if  the  thoughts  of  carrying  fome 
away  with  him,  and  loading  his  mules,  had 
not  hindered  him.  He  laid  as  many  bags 
of  gold  as  he  could  carry  at  the  door  ;  and 
coming  at  laft  to  open  the  door,  his 
thoughts  were  fo  fuH  of  the  great  riches  he 
fhould  poflefs,  that  he  could  not  think  of 
the  neceffary  word  ;  but  iriftead  of  Sefame, 
faid,  Open  Barley,  and  was  very  much 
amazed  to  find  that  the  door  did  not  open, 
but  remained  fafl:  fhut.  Afterwards  he 
named  feveral  forts  of  grain,  but  ail  to  no 
purpofe. 

About  midnight  the  thieves  returned  to 
their  cave;  and  at  forae  diftance  from  it 
they  found  Cafsim^s  mules  ftraggling  about 
the  rock,  with  great  chefts  and  hampers 
upon  their  backs.  This  novelty  made 
them  very  uneafy,  and  made  them  gallop 
in  full  fpeed  to  the  cave.  The  thieves 
never  gave  themfelves  the  trouble  to  pur- 
fue  the  mules,  which  were  drove  away,  but 
were  more  concerned  to  know  to  whom 
they  belonged.   And  while  fome  of  them 
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fearcbed  stbout  the  rock,  the  captain  and 
others  went  direftly  to  the  door j  with  their 
naked  fabres  in  their  hands,  and  pronounce 
mg  the  words,  it  opened* . . . .  Gaisim,  who 
heard  the  noife  of  the  horfes*  feet  tramp- 
ling about  the  cave,  never  doubted  of  the 
coming  of  the  thieves,  and  his  approach^ 
ing  death,  but  was  refolved  to  make  one 
effort  to  efcape  from  them.  To  this  end 
he  flood  ready  at  the  door,  and  no  fooner 
heard  the  word  Sefame,  which  he  had  foi!^ 
got,  and  faw  the  door  open,  but  he  jumpf^ 
ed  briskly  out,  and  threw  the  captain  down, 
but  could  not  efcape  the  other  thieves,  who 
with  their  fabres  foon  difpatched  him. 

The  thieves'  firft  care  after  this,  was  to 
go  into  the  cave ;  where  they  found  all 
the  bags  which  Cafsim  had  brought  to  the 
door,  to  be  the  more  ready  to  load  his 
mules  with,  and  carried  them  all  back 
again,  withGUt  perceiving  what  Ali  Bab« 
had  taken  away  before  :  then  holding  % 
eouncil,  and  deliberating  upon  this  mattery 
they  gueffed  that  Cafsim,  when  he  wasini 
could  not  get  out  again ;  but  they  could 
not  imagine  how  he  got  in.  Firft,  they 
thought  that  he  might  have  got  down  by 
the  top  of  the  cave;  but  the  opening  by 
which  they  received  light  was  fo  high,  aad 
tjis^rock  fo  inaccefsible  without,  that  theji 
belWed  it  imprafticable  ;  and,  in  (horf, 
noaeS}f  them  could  imagine  which  way^ 
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he  entered  ;  for  they  were  aH  pet fuaded 
nobody  knew  their  fecret:  but,  however 
it  happened^  it  was  a  matter  of  the  greatefl 
importance  to  fecure  their  riches ;  they 
therefore  agreed  to  cut  Gafsim's  body  into 
four  quarters,  and  to  hang  two  on  one 
fide,  and  two  on  the  other,  within  the  door 
of  the  cave,  to  terrify  any  perfon  that 
ihould  attempt  the  fame  thing.  They  had 
no  fooner  taken  this  refolution,  but  they 
executed  it  j  and  when  they  had  nothing 
more  to  detain  them,  they  mounted  their 
horfes,  and  went  to  beat  the  roads  again, 
and  to  attack  the  caravans  they  ihould  meet. 

In  the  mean  time  Cafsim's  wife  was  very 
uneafy;  fhe  fgeat  all  the  night  in  tears; 
and  as  foon  as  it  was  day  went  to  Ali  Baba, 
telling,  by  her  tears,  the  caufe  of  her 
coming.  Ali  Baba  never  waited  for  his 
fifter-in-law  to  defire  him  to  go  and  fee 
what  was  become  of  Cafsim,  but  went  im- 
mediately with  his  three  affes^  begging  of 
her  to  moderate  her  affliftion.  Whef>  he 
came  near  the  rock,  and  having  feen  nei- 
ther his  brother  nor  the  mules  in  his  way, 
he  was  very  much  furprifed  to  fee  fome 
blood  fpilt  by  the  door,  which  he  took 
for  an  ill  omen  :  but  when  he  had  pro- 
nounced the  words,  and  the  door  opened, 
he  was  much  more  ftartled  at  the  difmal 
fight  of  his  brother's  quarters.  He  was  not 
long  in  thinking^iQW  he  Ihould  pay  hh  tail 
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duties  to  his  brother,  and,  without  remem- 
bering the  little  brotherly  friendfliip  he  had 
for  him.  went  into  the  cave  to  find  fom^ 
thing  to  wrap  him  in,  and  loaded  one  oiF 
his  afles  with  them,  and  covered  them  over 
with  green  wood ;  the  other  two  affes  he 
loaded  with  bags  of  gold,  covering  them 
with  boughs  alfo ;  and  then  bidding  the 
door  (hut,  came  away  ;  but  was  fo  cau- 
tious as  to  ftop  fome  time  at  the  end  of 
the  foreft,  that  he  might  not  go  into  the 
town  before  night.  When  he  came  home, 
he  drove  his  two  affes,  loaded  with  gold,' 
into  his  little  yard,  and  left  the  care  of  un*^ 
loading  them  to  his  wife,  while  he  led  the 
other  to  his  fifter-in-law's. 

Ali  Baba  knockied  at  the  door,  which 
was  opened  by  Morgiana,  a  cunning,  artful 
flave,  ib  fruitful  in  her  inventions,  that  (he 
Could  fucceed  in  the  moft  difficult  under- 
taking ;  and  Ali  Baba  knew  her  to  be  fuch. 
When  he  came  into  the  court,  he  unloaded 
his  afs.  and  taking  Morgian a  afide,  faid  td 
her,  The  firft  thing  I  ask  of  thee  is  an  in- 
violable fecrefy,  which  you  will  find  is  ne-; 
ceffary,  both  for  your  miftrefs's  fake  and 
nKne.  Thy  matter's  body  is  contained  in 
th^  two  bundles,  and  our  bufinefs  is  to 
bury  him  as  if  he  died  a  natural  death :  go 
tell  your  miftrefe  I  want  to  (peak  with  her 
and  mind  what  I  fay  to  you. 

Morgiano  returned  to  her  mistitss, 
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Baba  following  her.    Well,  brother,  said 
she,  with  great  impatience,  what  news  do 
you  bring  me  of  my  husband  ?  I  perceive 
no  eemfort  in  your  countenance.  Sister, 
answered  Ali  JBaba,  you  must  hear  my 
story  from  beginning  to  eiid  without  in- 
terruption ;  and  remember,  it  is  of  thi 
greatest  importance  to  us  both  that  what 
has  happened  be  kept  a  secret.  Alas !  said 
she,  why  this  preamble?  tell  me— is  my 
husband  dead  ?    Then  Ali  Baba  told  his 
sister  in  law  the  success  of  his  journey, 
till  he  came  to  the  finding  of  Cassim's 
body.    Now,  sister,  said  he,  I  have  some- 
thing to  tell  you  which  will  afflict  you 
much  more,  but  cannot  now  be  averted ; 
and  if  any  thing  can  comfort  you,  1  offer 
to  put  that  little  which  God  has  sent  me 
to  what  you  have,  and  marry  you,  assur- 
ing you  that  my  wife  will  not  be  jealous, 
and  that  we  shall  live  happy  together. 
If  this  proposal  is  agreeable  to  you,  we 
must  act  as  if  my  brother  had  died  a  na- 
tural death :  I  will  leave  all  to  Morgiana's 
management,  and  will  contribute  myself 
all  in  my  power.    Instead  of  rejecting 
this  offer,  Cassim's  widow  looked  upon  it 
asi  a  reasonable  motive  for  comfort ;  and 
drying  up  her  tears,  she  showed  Ali  Baba 
her  approval  of  his  proposition.  Having 
recommended  caution  to  Morgiana,  he 
fcSd  the  widow  farewell,  and  went  home. 
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As  All  B^bfi  SLtii  his  wife  were  often  seen  to  go  Be- 
tween Cassim's  house  and  their  own  all  that  day,  and 
to  seem  melancholy,  it  surprised  nobody  at  night  to 
hiear  shrieks  and  cries  from  Cassim's  wife  and  slave, 
who  told  every  where  thkt  her  rhasler  was  dSeadi 

The  next  morning,  soon  after  day  •break,  Morgiana 
went  to  an  old  cobbler,  who  opened  his  stall  eariy, 
and  bidding  him  good  morrow,  put  a  piece  of  gold  in 
his  hand.    Well,  s^id  Baba  Mustapha— who  was  a 
merry  old  fellow,  looking  on  the  gold— this  is  good, 
handsel:  what  shall  I  do  for  it?    Morgiana  replied, 
you  must  take  your  sewing  tackle  and  go  with  md;|^ 
but  I  must  blindfold  you  when  we  come  to  a  certaii^  - 
place.    Baba  Mustapha  seemed  to  gobble  at  this  :  ' 
Oh  I  replied  he,  you  would  have  m^  do  sohiethin^ 
against  my  conscience  and  honour.    God  forbid  !  ^aia . 
Morgiana,  (putting  another  piece  of  gold  in  his  hand,) 
th^t  I  should  ask  any  thing  contrary  to,  your  honour,  : 
only  come  along  with  me  and  fear  nothing. 

Baba  MusUvpha  went  with  Morgiana,  who,  at  ihd 
place  mentioned,  blindfolded  him,  led  him  home,  aiiJ 
did  not  unbind  his  eyes  till  within  the  room  wh^e 
her  master  lay.    Baba  Mustapha,  said  she,  you  must**  j 
make  haste  and  sew  these  quarters  together ;  andt* 
when  you  have  doiie  I  will  give  you  ahother  piece  of  i 
gold,    Aftier  lie  had  clone  as  she  bid  him,  she  agaiii  j 
blindfolded  him,  gave  him  the  gold  she  promised,  r»i  | 
commended  secresy,  and  carried  hitn  back  to  the  spQt?  \ 
where  she  first  bound  his  eyes.    By  this  time,  AH  t 
Baba  had  arrived  with  |)erfuiries  and  incense  to  em«  j 
balm  the  body>  which  was  soon  after  buried.         .  ( 

Three  or  four  days  after  the  funeral,  Ali  Baba  re^.i  ( 
moved  bis  few  goods  openly  to  tlie  widw'^s  house j  n 
but  the  money  he  had  taken  from  the  robbers  he  confi  .^^  i 
yeyed  thither  by  night :  soon  after,  the  marriage  wittf  ;  i 
His  sister-in  Ifiw  was  published,  and  a)s  these  marriag^U 
were  common  in  tlieil- religion,  nobody  was  surpriseA^  i;  i 
As  for  Gassim's  warehouse.  All  Baba  gave  it  to  hisr: 
own  eldest  son,  promising  that  if  he  managed  itweUg . 


he  woidd  <ioon  give  him  n  hnme  ta  mmy  very  sid* 
vantageously,  according  to  bis  sitimtion. 

"L^t  us  iiow  leave  Ali  Baba  to  enjoy  the  beginning 
pf  his  good  fortune,  and  returh  to  the  forty  thieves. 
Theyreame  again  at  the  ai)[:ointed  time  to  visit  their 
ietreat  in  the  forest  ;  but  great  was  their  surprise  to 
|ihd  Cassim's  body  taken  a  way  j  with  some  of  their 
bags  of  gold.  We  are  certainly  discovered,  said  the 
captain^  and  if  we  do  not  speedily  apply  ^some  reme- 
dy, shall  gradually  lose  all  the  riches  which  our  an- 
ipestors  and  ourselves  have  amassed  together.  All 
that  we  can  think  of  the  loss  we  have  sustained  is, 
that  the  thief  whom  we  surprised  had  the  secret  of 
opening  the  door,  and  we  came  luckily  as  he  was 
icoming  out :  but  his  body  being  removed,  and  with 
it  some  of  our  money,  plainly  shews  that  he  had  an 
accomph'ce;  and  as  it  is  likely  that  there  were  but 
two  who  had  discovered  our  secret,  and  one  had  been 
caUght,  we  must  look  narrowly  after  the  other. 
What  say  you,  my  lads  ? 

All  the  robbers  approved  of  the  captain's  proposal, 
when  the  captain  said,  "  I  expected  no  less  from 
ybor  fidelity  to  your  cause;  but,  first  of  all,  one  of 
you  who  is  bold,  artful,  and  enterprising,  must  go 
into  tJie  town,  disguised  as  a  traveller  and  a  stranger, 
to  try  if  he  can  hear  any  talk  of  the  strange  death  of 
the  man  whom  we  have  killed,  as  he  iJeseryed ;  and 
endeavour  to  find  out  who  he  was,  and  where  he 
Jived.    But  to  warn  him  who  shall  take  upon  himself 
this  commission,  and  to  prevent  our  beiiig  deceived 
by  him  giving  us  a  false  report,  which  may  be  the 
rause  of  our  ruin — I  ask  you  all,  if  you  do  not  think 
that  in  case  of  treachery,  or  even  error  of  judgment, 
Jie  should  suffer  death  ?"    Without  waiting  for  the 
ijuffrages  of  his  companions,  one  of  the  robbers  started 
l|p  and  said,  I  submit  to  this  condition,  and  think  it 
un  honour  to  expose  my  life,  by  taking  the  commis- 
)iioh  upon  me ;  and  taking  his  leave  of  the  troop  that 
illighl,  went  into  tKe  town  just  at  day.break,  and 


walked  up  ^nd  down,  till  rccidentaliy  he  came  to 
Baba  Miista  pha*s  stall,  which  was  always  openbefore 
any  of  the  shops.  Babn  Mustapha  was  seated  with 
an  awl  in  his  hand,  just  going  to  work.  The  robber 
saluted  him,  bidding  him  good  morrow;  and  per- 
ceiving that  he  was  old,  said.  Honest  man,  you  begin 
to  work  very  early:  is  it  possible  that  one  of  your 
age  can  see  so  well  ?  Certainly,  replied  Baba  Mus-" 
tapha,  you  must  be  a  stranger,  and  do  not  know  me ; 
for  old  as  I  am,  I  have  extraordinary  good  eyesj^ar^l 
you  will  not  doubt  it  when  I  tell  you,  that  I  '  f  ;^^ 
dead  body  together  in  a  place  where  I  had  not  .vo 
much  light  as  1  have  now. 

The  robber  was  overjoyed  to  think  that  he  had  ad- 
dressed himself,  at  his  first  coming  into  the  town, 
to  a  man  who,  in  all  probability,  could  give  him  the 
initelligence  he  wanted,  A  dead  body!  replied  he, 
wth  affected  amazement,  to  make -him  explain  hirh- 
elf .  What  could  you  sew  up  a  dead  body  for  ?~yoii 
mean,  you  sewed  up  his  winding  sheet.  No,  no,  an- 
swered Baba  Mustapha,  I  perceive  your  meaning— 
you  want  me  to  speak  out,  but  you  shall  know  no 
more.  The  robber  pulled  out  a  piece  of  gold,  and 
putting  it  into  Baba  Mustapha*s  hand,  said  to  him, 
I  do  not  want  to  learn  your  secret,  though  I  would 
not  divulge  it  if  you  trusted  me  with  it.  I  only  wish 
you  to  shew  me  the  house  where  you  stitched  up  the 
dead  body.  If  I  were  disposed  to  do  you  that  favour, 
replied  Baba  Mustapha,  I  assure  you  I  could  not  ;  |soi 
and  you  may  believe  me  on  my  word.  I  was  taken 
to  a  certain  place,  where  I  was  blinded :  I  was  then 
led  to  the  house,  and  after  wards  brought  back  again 
in  the  same  manner :  you  see,  therefore,  the  impossi- 
bility of  my  doing  what  you  desire.  Well,  replied 
the  robber,  you  may,  however,  remember  a  little  of 
the  way  that  you  were  led  blindfolded.  Come,  let 
me  blind  your  eyes  at  the  same  place.  We  will  walk 
together ;  perhaps  you  may  recognize  some  part,  and^ 
as  every  body  ought  to  be  paid  for  their  trouble,  thejt^f 
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is  another  piece  of  gold  for  you  r  groXify  me  in  what 
I  ask  yoiu  So  saying,hegave  him  another  piece  of  gold. 

The  two  pieces  of  gold  were  great  temptations  to 
Baba  Mustapha :  he  looked  iit  them  a  long  time  in  his 
hand,  without  saying  a  word,  thinking  with  himself 
what  he  should  do ;  but  at  last  pulled  out  his  purse, 
and  put  them  in.  I  cannot  assure  you,  said  he  to  the 
robbei-,  that  I  can  remember  the  way  exactly ;  but 
since  you  desire,  I  will  try  what  I  can  do.  At  these 
words  Baba  Mustapha  rose  up,  and  led  the  robber 
to  the  place  where  Morgiana  had  bound  his  ej^es.  It 
was  here,  said  Baba  Mustapha,  I  was  blindfolded  ; 
and  I  turned,  as  you  see  me.  The  robber,  who  had 
his  handkerchief  ready,  tied  it  over  his  eyes,  walked 
by  him  till  he  stopped,  partly  leading,  and  partly- 
guided  by  him.  I  think,  said  Baba  Mustapha,  I  went 
no  farther,  and  he  had  now  stopped  directly  at  Cas- 
sim's  house,  where  Ali  Baba  then  lived.  The  thief, 
before  he  pulled  off  the  band,  marked  the  door  with 
a  piece  of  chalk,  and  then  asked  him  if  he  knew  whose 
house  it  was  ?  to  which  Baba  Mustapha  rephed,  that 
he  could  not  tell.  The  robber  finding  he  could  dis- 
cover no  more  from  Baba  Mustapha,  thanked  him  for 
the  trouble  he  had  taken,  and  left  him  to  go  back  to 
his  stall,  while  he  returned  to  the  forest,  persuaded 
that  he  should  be  very  well  received. 

A  little  after  the  robber  and  Baba  Mustapha  had 
parted,  Morgiana  went  out  of  Ali  Baba's  house  upon 
some  errand,  and  upon  her  return,  seeing  the  mark 
the  robber  had  made,  stopped  to  observe  it.  What 
can  be  the  meaning  of  this  mark  ?  said  she  to  herself ; 
somebody  intends  my  master  no  good:  however, 
with  whatever  intentions  it  was  done,  it  is  adviseable 
toguard  against  the  worst.  Accordingly  she  fetched 
a  piece  of  chalk,  and  marked  two  or  three  doors  on 
^ach  side,  in  the  same  manner,  without  saying  a  word 
to  her  master  or  mistress.  In  the  mean  time  the 
thief  joined  his  troop  in  the  forest,  and  recounted  to 
tliem  his  success ;  expatiating  upon  his  good  fortune 


in  meeting  ho  sooiv  wltli  the  only  person  who  cpiild 
inform  him  what  he  wanted  to  Know.  AH  the  rob* 
bers  listened  to  him  with  the  utmost  satisfaction,  and 
the  captain  commended  liis  dihgence.  They  then 
filed  off  in  parties  of  two  u.ch,  and  got  into  the  towii 
without  being  in  the  least  suspected.  The  captdn, 
and  he  who  had  visited  the  town  in  the  morning  as 
spy,  came  in  the  last.  He  led  the  captain  into  the 
street  where  he  had  marked  Ali  Baba's  residence ; 
and  when  they  came  to  the  first  of  the  houses  which' 
Morgiana  had  marked,  he  pointed  it  out.  But  the_ 
captain  observed  that  the  next  door  was  chalked  in 
the  same  manner  and  place;  a,nd  shewing  it  to  his 
guide,  asked  him  which  was  the  house  ?  The  guide' 
wns  so  cQnfounded,  that  he  knew  not  what  answer  to 
make,  but  was  still  more  puzzled  when  he  and  the 
captain  saw  five  or  six  houses  similarly  marked.  He 
assured  the  captain,  with  an  oath,  that  be  had  marked 
tut  one,  and  could  not  tell  who  had  chalked  the  reat, 
nor  could  he  tell  the  house  the  cobbler  stopped  at.  ^, 
The  captain,  finding  their  design  had  proved  abor- 
tive, collected  his  troops,  and  they  returned  to  their 
cave.  The  captain  now  told  them  the  reason  of  their 
returning,  when  the  conductor  was  declared  worthy 
of  death,  and  immediately  had  his  head  cut  o;ff. 
Another  of  the  gang  promised  he  should  succeed  bet- 
ter, and  his  offer  being  accepted,  he  went  and  bribed 
Baba  Mustapha,  as  the  other  had  done.  Being  shewn 
the  house,  he  marked  it  in  a  place  more  remote  from 
sight  with  red  chalk.  This,  however,  escaped  riot 
the  eye  of  Morgiana,  who  marked  the  adjoining  houses 
in  the  sr.nie  manner.  Thus  the  thieves  were  agaiii 
defeated,  and  the  conductor  put  to  death.  The  cap- 
tain, much  chagrined  at  the  disappbintmi^nt  and  tfiei 
loss  of  two  brave  fellows,  resolved  to  undertake  the 
important  business  himself  He  projected  a  plan^,; 
which  was  approved  by  his  men,  whom  heofdered'to 
go  i»^o  the  villages,  and  buy  nineteen  mules,  witii 
thirty»l?igbtyarge  leather  jars,  i  one  to  be  filled  with 
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oil,  ^nd  the  others  empty.  Having  ex«€ttted  their 
cohiinissionj  the  captain  put  one  of  his  men  into  each 
of  the  jars  with  proper  weapons,  leaving  open  the 
seam  to  give  them  room  to  breathe,  and  rjLibbed  the 
jars  on  the  outside  with  oil  from  the  fuU  yesseL^ 

Things  being  thus  prepared,  when  the  nineteen 
iniUles  were  loaded  with  the  thirty-seven  robbers  in 
jarSf  and  the  jar  of  oil,  the  captain,  as  their  driver,  s^t 
out  with  them,  and  reached  the  town  by  the  dusk  in 
the  evening.  He  led  them  through  the  streets  till 
he  came  to  Ali  Baba*s,  at  whose  door  he  intended  to 
knock,  but  was  prevented  by  his  sitting  there  after 
supper  to  take  the  ain  He  stopped  his  mules,  ad- 
dressed himself  to  him,  and  said — I  have  brought 
some  oil  a  great  way  to  sell  at  to-morrow's  market ; 
jand  it  is  now  so  late  that  I  do  not  know  where  to 
lodge.  If  I  should  not  be  troublesome  to  you,  do 
I3ie  the  favour  to  let  me  pass  the  night  with  you,  and 
I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  by  your  hospitality. 

Though  All  Baba  had  seen  the  captain  of  the  rob^ 
ibei*s  in  the  forest,  and  had  heard  him  speak,  it  was 
impossible  to  know  bim  in  the  disguise  of  an  oil-mer- 
chant. He  told  him  he  should  be  welcome,  and 
immediately  opened  his  gates  for  the  mules  to  go 
into  the  yard.  A  t  the  same  time  he  called  to  a  slave, 
and  ordered  him,  when  the  mules  were  unloaded,  not 
mly  to  put  them  into  the  stable,  but  to  give  them 
fodder ;  and  thed  went  to  Morgi'ana,  to  bid  her  get  a 
;ood  supper  fof  his  guest 

The  captain  having  unloaded  his  mules,  and  put 
hem  into  the*  stables,  was  looking  for  a  place  to  pass 
Jie  night  ill  the  air;  but  Ali  Baba  insisted  on  his 
jpending  tlw  evening  with  himself,  and  provided  him 
m  apartmo»t  in  his  own  house  to  sleep  in.  While 
Ali  Baba  went  out  to  give  orders  to  his  servants,  the 
captain  al«o  went  to  give  his  proper  orders  what  tp  do. 
Beginning  at  the  first  jar  and  so  on  to  the  last,  he 
^aid  to  ea^h  man,  as  soon  as  I  throw  some  stones  out 
)f  thp  chtmher  window  wh^re  I  lie,  do  not  fail  to  cut 


the  jar  open  with  the  knife  you  have  about  you,  and  I 
come  out,  and  I  will  immediately  join  you.  After 
this  he  returned  into  the  house,  and  was  conducted 
to  his  chamber,  where  to  avoid  suspicion,  he  soon  put 
out  the  light,  and  laid  himself  down  in  his  clothes, 
that  he  might  be  the  more  ready  to  rise. 

Morgiana  having  had  orders  to  make  broth  for  her  * 
master  against  his  return  from  the  bath,  was  preparing  ' 
for  that  purpose,  when  unfortunately  the  lamp  went 
*  but,  and  there  being  no  more  oil,  nor  any  candle  in  ' 
the  house,  she  was  at  a  loss  how  to  do.    Here  her  ' 
fellow-servant  reminded  her,  that  she  might  get  some 
oil  out  of  the  jars  in  the  court-yard,  Morgiana,,' 
thankful  for  the  advice,  took  the  oil-pot  and  went  into 
the  yard.    When  she  came  nigh  the  first  jar,  the  ' 
robber  within  said  softly.  Is  it  time?  * 

Morgiana  naturally  surprised  at  finding  a  man  in  S  'c 
jar  instead  of  the  oil  she  wanted,  would  have  made  ' 
such  a  noise  as  to  have  given  an  alarm  ;  but  recoU  ^ 
lecting  the  danger  Ali  Baba,  his  family,  and  herself 
were  in,  she  immediately  comprehended  the  impor- 
tance  of  keeping  silence,  and  conceiving  at  once  the 
means  and  the  necessitj''  of  applying  a  speedy  remedy, 
without  the  least  emotion  she  answered,  Not  yet,  but 
presently.    In  this  manner  she  went  to  all  the  jarsy 
giving  the  same  answer,  till  she  came  to  the  jar  of  1 
oil.    She  now  made  what  haste  she  could  to  fill  her 
oil-pot,  and  returned  to  the  kitchen  ;  when,  as  soon  ^ 
as  she  had  lighted  her  lamp^  she  took  a  great  kettle, 
went  again  to  the  oil  jar,  filled  the  kettle,  set  it  on  a 
large  wopd  fire,  and  as  soon  as  it  boiled,  went  and 
poured  enough  into  eveiy  jar  to  stifle  and  destroy  the  | 
robber  within.— This  courageous  action  being  exe- 
cuted without  any  noise,  she  returned  into  the  kitchen, 
put  out  the  great  fire,  and  also  the  lamp,  and  remained 
silent,  resolved  not  to  go  to  bed  till  she  had  observed 
what  might  follow,  through  the  kitchen  window.  The  '\ 
captain  of  the  robbers  soon  got  up  and  opened  his 
window.    Finding  no  light,  and  hiearing  no  nt^ise,  he  I 
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^aVe  the  appointed  signal,  by  throwing  little  stones 
against  the  jars:  he  then  listened,  but  not  perceiving 
that  any  of  his  companions  stirred,  he  grew  uneasy, 
and  went  softly  into  the  yard,  and  examining  the  jars, 
found  that  all  his  gang  were  dead;  and,  by  the  oil  he 
'  missed  out  of  the  last  jar,  guessed  the  cause  of  their 
.  leath.    Enraged  to  despair,  he  forced  the  door  that 
,  ed  from  the  yard  to  the  garden,  and  made  his  escape. 
[    Morgiana  finding  that  the  captain  was  gone,  and 
J  ;hat  she  had  completely  succeeded  in  saving  her  mas- 
f  ;er  and  family  from  this  horrid  conspiracy,  went  to 
>  )ed,  well  pleased  with  her  exploit.    Next  morning 
ihe  related  all  the  circumstances  to  her  master,  who 
j  itood  aghast  at  the  dreadful  narrative.    He  acknow- 
,  edged  the  goodness  of  God  in  delivering  him  from 
he  wicked  designs  of  these  men,  and  promised  Mor- 
I  ^iana  he  would  not  die  without  rewarding 'her,  as  a 
,  oken  of  which  he  immediately  gave  her  her  libtrly, 
^  The  next  care  was  to  bury  the  hodk-^,  ;f  the  robber.^, 
vhich  was  done  at  the  farthi  i      1  of  the  garden*  Ali 
3aba  next  hid  the  jars  and  iveapons,  and  sent  the 
nules  at  different  times  to  be  sold  in  the  market. 

The  captain  of  the  robbers  returned  to  the  forest 
fith  inconceivable  mortification,  and  entered  his  cave 
n  great  agitation  at  his  ill  success.  He  felt  incon- 
olable  for  the  loss  of  his  brave  companions,  and  de- 
ermined  on  being  revenged  on  Ali  Baba  for  their 
leaths.  For  this  purpose  he  assumed  the  character 
if  a  merchant,  took  lodgings  in  the  city,  and  conveyed 
here  many  sorts  of  rich  stuffs  and  fine  linen,  isecretly 
:om  the  cavern.  In  order  to  dispose  of  the  mer- 
handise  he  took  a  warehouse  opposite  to  Cassim*s, 
'hich  Ali  Baba' s  son  had  occupied  since  the  death  of 
lis  uncle.  The  young  man  soon  paid  a  visit  to  the 
ew  merchant,  who  was  very  solicitous  to  gain  his 
riendship.  He  made  him  small  presents,  and  often 
sked  him  to  dine  and  sup  with  him  All  this  the 
oung  man  represented  to  his  father,  who,  in  return, 
ivited  the  merchant  to  his  house.    With  much  ap- 
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parent  reluctance,  the  merchant  accepted  the  in^ 
tion.    On  his  arrival  at  the  house,  he  was  reci 
with  the  utmost  politeness :  AH  Baba  ordered  Mi 
ana  to  make  a  splendid  supper  to  gratify  the  strarij 
When  she  had  finished  her  busii  ess  in  the  kit 
she  helped  to  carry  up  the  dishes,  and  looking  atif 
stranger,  knew  him  to  be  the  captain  of  the  rob 
and  perceived  he  had  a  dagger  under  his  garment; 
immediately  comprehended  his  purpose,  and  frep& 
to  execute  one  of  the  boldest  acts  ever  meditated, 
captain  thought  he  had  now  a  favourable  opportui 
of  being  revenged  on  All  Baba,  and  said  to  himsei 
I  will  make  the  father  and  son  drunk,  and  then 
the  father,  and  while  the  slaves  are  asleep  in  the 
chen,  I  can  make  my  escape  over  the  gardens  as 
fore.    Morgiana,  however,  determined  to  defeat 
wicked  design.    When  the  wines  and  dessert 
brought  in,  she  introduced  herself,  with  leave  of 
master,  neatly  habited  as  a  dancer*  accompanied 
fellow  servant,  to  play  on  the  tabor,  under  the 
text  of  diverting  the  company.    Having  danced 
veral  times  with  equal  propriety  and  gracefulness, 
drew  a  poniard,  and  began  a  figure  dance,  mal 
many  leaps,  accompanied  with  gesticulations, 
sometimes  presented  the  poniard  to  one  breast, 
sometimes  to  another,  and  oftentimes  seemed  to  sti 
her  own.    At  last,  as  if  wearied  vyith  exertion, 
solicited  the  liberality  of  the  spectators:  Ali  Bi 
handed  her  a  piece  of  gold,  as  did  also  his  son ; 
coming  to  the  disguised  captain,  while  he  was  puttii^ 
his  hand  into  his  purse,  Morgiana,  with  true  coui^agB 
and  resolution,  plunged  the  poniard  into  his  heart. 
Ali  Baba  and  his  son  were  shocked  at  the  action  ;  but 
were  afterwards  glad  to  lind  they  had,  by  this  ev( 
not  only  got  rid  of  the  last  of  the  forty  thieves, 
also  obtJ^ined  possession  of  their  immense  treasure! 
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